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Karapiro School celebrated its 125th Jubilee in 2010. The 

school has a long tradition of providing a quality 

education in a friendly community. We do not have a 

zone and welcome enrolments at any year level.   

Call 827 7642 to arrange a visit or check out 

www.karapiro.school.nz 

http://karapiro.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/camp-day-1-057.jpg
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Thank you for considering Karapiro school for your child. We are 

pleased to offer a high quality education in our caring country 

school. With a roll of around 70 to 80 students and four 

classrooms we are just the right size to ensure that we can 

provide a wide range of fantastic learning opportunites while 

ensuring that each child has the opportunity to shine. 

You are very welcome to arrange a visit anytime to see our school 

in action. We look forward to meeting you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Graham: Principal 

For a quality education in a safe and happy rural setting. 

Four Small Classes    Whole School Camps 
Caring Staff  & Community   Up to the minute ICT 
High Achievement    Vibrant Arts Programme 
Bus Service from Cambridge  Heated Pool 

http://karapiro.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/nie-and-david-029.jpg
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This booklet is designed to give you some basic information 

about our school. You can also check out our website at 

www.karapiro.school.nz or come along of a visit.  

1.   Personnel 

2.  Curriculum 

3.  ERO report 

4.  Reporting to Parents 

5.  Positive Discipline Programme 

6.  Children with Special Needs / Abilities 

7.  School Camps 

8.  Sport 

9.          Arts 

10.  Buses 

11.  School Starting Time 

12.  Lunch Prices 

13.  Accidents at School 

14.  Absences            

15.  Pre School Visits  

16.  Parent Help in the Classroom 

17.  Homework 

18.  School Facilities 

http://www.karapiro.school.nz/
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 1. PERSONNEL 

KARAPIRO SCHOOL STAFF 

Principal/Teacher David Graham 

Teacher Year 5 & 6 Nikki Willis 

Teacher Year 3 & 4 Jessica Lawry & Karen Peter 

Teacher Year 2  Cathy Smith  

Teacher Year 1 & New Entrants Hannah Bramley    

Office  Manager  Jenny Comer 

Learning Support  Linnet Hatton                                        

              

Dental Clinic     Health Nurse 

Middle School    Helen Smith 

Ph 823 9385                      Ph 827 8312 

  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Craig Sulzberger  Chairperson   823-5104 

Caroline Webbon  Secretary   823-5284 

David Rutter         Member    827-2077 

Jason Cameron  Member     07 888-1608 

Andrew Lennox  Treasurer   823-1096 

Nikki Willis   Staff Rep.   827-7642 

David Graham  Principal         823-1934 



Karapiro School www.karapiro.school.nz Ph 827 7642 
 

2. Curriculum 

We deliver a rich, varied and responsive curriculum designed to 

ensure challenge and success for every learner. 

 Our students have created the image below to visually represent 

our curriculum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major emphasis is placed on language, reading and 

mathematics. Other learning areas taught include social studies, 

science, health, physical education, music, art, technology and 

taha Maori. We also focus on developing learning competencies 

of communicating, contributing, exploring, thinking and 

managing self. A strong virtues programme complements our 

curriculum. 
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  3. Education Review Office Findings 

Our latest ERO review in September 2011 was cause for 

celebration. The reviewers were impressed with the outstanding 

quality of the learning and teaching that happens at our school.  

Our high standards of student achievement and behaviour along 

with our excellent community / school links were also 

acknowledged and celebrated. In fact ERO were so impressed 

that they have extended our review cycle out to four to five years 

because of the confidence they have in the education that our 

school provides. This only happens for the top 12% of high 

performing schools. 

Some highlights of the report are indicated below. To read the 

full report please visit… 

http://www.ero.govt.nz 

High levels of student achievement and progress are evident 
across all school levels. 

Teachers have high expectations for student learning. 
Classrooms are settled and purposeful, and characterised by 
mutually respectful relationships. 

Karapiro students achieve notable successes in a wide range of 
learning programmes including cultural, sporting and 
camping experiences.  

The school’s curriculum reflects community aspirations and 
provides extensive and stimulating learning opportunities for 
its students. 

 

http://www.ero.govt.nz/
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4. Reporting to Parents 

 At the end of Terms 2 and 4 reports are sent home along with 

your child’s learning journal containing samples of work and 

future learning goals. 

Teachers are always happy to discuss your child’s progress at 

any time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Positive Discipline Programme 

 Karapiro School is a caring, bully free place where all children 

can learn, play, grow and establish great friendships. 
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Staff members have developed a ‘School Wide Positive 

Discipline Plan’ for the playground and a ‘Classroom Positive 

Discipline Plan’ for each classroom. Positive behaviour is 

acknowledged and celebrated and any issues are quickly and 

effectively addressed.  

 6. Children with Special Needs or Abilities 

At Karapiro School it is a priority to ensure that the individual 

learning needs of each student are met.  

Children with special abilities are identified and extension 

programmes are put in place. These may involve enrolment in 

special programmes or competitions through outside agencies.  

Children requiring extra support with their learning are also 

identified and provided with access to appropriate services and 

resources. Support people such as Education Psychologists, 

Speech Language Therapists and resource teachers work in our 

school from time to time. 

7. School Camps 

 Karapiro School has a school camp usually in February each 

year. All children are encouraged to participate along with 

numerous parent volunteers. 
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Each year the camp is held in a different location. The time span 

is usually 4 - 5 days. Most recent camps have been held in Port 

Waikato, Mangawhai, Napier and Waitomo. 

The Board of Trustees subsidises the cost of the camp. The cost 

of the camp per child this year was $80.00. 

 Purpose: 

 ...To stimulate learning and provide experiences for children not 

normally available at school or home. 

 ... To have a week where we all come together to foster our 

School Motto of Together We Grow. 
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With the beautiful Lake Karapiro on our back doorstep, sailing 

and kayaking make up an important part of our outdoor education 

programme and our year 6 students enjoy an annual ski trip. 

8. Sport 

 Our school provides a wide range of sports activities. We field 

teams in weekly competition for netball, rugby and miniball 

(basketball). We also have teams take part in gymnastics, table 

tennis, volleyball and athletics competitions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Arts 

 We run a vibrant arts programme designed to allow every child 

to shine. Our annual whole school concerts are a real highlight 
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and every child in the school is fully involved. 

After school art classes are held throughout the year and free 

guitar tuition is available at lunchtime.  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Buses 

The majority of children come to Karapiro School by bus. Bus 

services run to and from Cambridge and surrounding areas. 

Pupils who live less than 3.2 kilometres from any school are 

charged to use the bus. This includes the children from the 

Karapiro Hydro Village and children travelling from town and 

State Highway 1. 

The charge is $30 per child per term regardless of the number of 

days travelled.  

 11. School Starting Time 

Please make every effort to ensure your child arrives in time for 

the first bell which goes at 9.10am. At the commencement of 
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school, while the roll is being called, we have fruit time. The 

children eat a piece of fruit/vegetable to start the day to give them 

an energy boost and increase concentration levels and to 

encourage the eating of healthy snacks.  

Children can arrive at school from 8.00 am 

 School Commences      9.10am 

 Morning Tea Break   10.40am-11am 

 Lunch break      12.40pm - 1-30pm                    

 School finishes   3.10pm 

After school care can be arranged through Elim in Cambridge. 

Students can be collected from the bus stop as part of the 

service. 

 12. Lunch Prices 

 Children can purchase hot pies and Mini Pizza’s on Monday’s 

and Friday’s or the first day back after a holiday. 

Pies are $2.50   Mini Pizza $2.50 

Prices may change from time to time.  We also sell Juicies at 

1.00c each and Flavoured Milk $1.60. 

The Fundraising Committee have a Sausage Sizzle periodically 

on a Friday at a cost of $1.50 per child for sausage, bread and 

sauce or $2.50 for an American Hotdog. The sausage sizzles will 

be advertised in the newsletter. 

 13. Accidents At School 

 Should your child suffer an accident at school, they will be 

attended to and if necessary, you will be contacted immediately. 
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In emergencies every effort will be made to use the child’s own 

doctor. If this is not possible then the Cambridge Medical Centre 

will be used.  

All Staff members hold current First Aid Certificates and they are 

upgraded every 2 years. 

When your child is enrolled you are asked of any medical 

problems your child/children may have. These are strictly 

confidential to the staff. 

If your child has any special medication that needs to be given 

during school hours please advise the staff and label the 

medication so they know what it is for and when to administer it. 

14. Absences 

If your child/children is going to be absent from school could we 

please be notified before 9.10am .This is for safety reasons. If 

we do not receive a call for an absent child, the school will phone 

and make contact with parents. 

15. Pre School Visits 

You are encouraged to arrange a number of pre-school visits to 

help your child learn some school routines before enrolment. We 

are very flexible and can work in with you to organise the best 

times for pre-school visits. 

16. Parent help in the classrooms 

 You are warmly invited to help out in your child’s class. We have 

a number of parents who stay and help with learning 

programmes from time to time. Please talk to your child’s 

teacher. 
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21. Homework 

Karapiro School recognises the need for children to continue with 

their learning outside school hours, this may include revising 

known work and reinforcing classroom activities.   

 24. School Facilities 

 Tennis Courts 

Use of the tennis courts is welcomed any time out of school 

hours. A net is available to use.  

 School Library 

Our library has a tremendous selection of material. Parents are 

invited to come and use the library with their children before and 

after school. 

 Swimming Pool 

We are fortunate to have a solar heated swimming pool 

Community members wanting to use the pool are able to do so 

by purchasing a key from the school at $35 per key. We ask that 

anybody using the pool leave it and the changing sheds in a 

clean and tidy order. Children must be supervised by an adult at 

all times. 

 Playground 

This may be used any time outside school hours by community 

members for family get-togethers etc. 

Staffroom 

Parents are always welcome to come in for a coffee and a chat. 
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Should you have any further questions about our school then 

please contact us 

Phone: 07 827 7642 

Email: office@karapiro.school.nz 

Web: www.karapiro.school.nz 

 

 

mailto:office@karapiro.school.nz
http://www.karapiro.school.nz/

